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Visit to Abraham Cahan Who Is the Father Con ¬

fessor the Court of Last Resort of the Marvellous
East Side
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BY GARNET WARREN
New Tork Soturdny

nrc scenarios of the dramas of

NKWSlAPKHS the short records of tragedies
which nro true Vbat we know

dallies roll nlll many ofr threw Tho newspapers of the east side con-
tain wore Why

Because salt Mr Abraham Cahan the editor
of ho Jewish Dally Forward men nre greater In
nnnibors and emotions here The crowded and chang ¬

ing conditions of cast side life Intensify effects and
the Jewish race Is essentially dramatic-

Mr Calniu himself Is about forty years oldncrr-
oux

¬

alert quick moving an obvious dynamo of
energy He Is Indued a remarkable man A novelist
of distinction a contributor to the highest class of
American magazines and with a rojiortorinl experi-
ence upon American newspapers he deliberately
stepped out of that arena eight years ago to conduct
n small newspaper on the east side because he con-
ceived the work to be dune there was the more vital

I visited him recently being curious na to the duties-
of an cast side editor I wondered wherein ho differed
from his wore dccorathe brethren of a great dally-

In many things commenced Mr Cnhan with a
Hllghtly foreign accent but chlelly In his opportu-
nities

¬

for studying humanity direct In the great
dally the editor Is exnctlyam editor On the east-
side he Is an editor a rabbi a lawgiver a sympathizer-
and a friend He must be nil these In fact If he
would be an editor for the east side is above all
things human

Mr Cahand speech Is a duplicate of his appear-
ance

¬

eager quick moving tense
First tell me something about the organization of

the typical cast side newspaper I sold something
about Its contents lull makeup now

So fur as newt la concerned said Mr Cahan

I

He Continued Come
Advice

laughing Imafraid were a rather negligible quan
t our special correspondent Is mostly the
boy who buys this lust edition trove news stands
Jn filet we mostly lift what news wo printal
though vu always credit the newspaper we steal
from he added conscientiously

You see hi went on rue most essdntlal out
of difference Is necesjllalcd by our renders Tim
Jewish cuss shier Is more purely literary In Ids taste
thou the uvenigo reader of the American dally rime

Jew N less Interested In things thrum in tlleorlcd
Illces discussions dohntob essays poems

thing In fact which are not oats Snorting pages
do not intcrcjl him We accordingly oarryc1leh dny
a couple of of what yon would term special
artriles although they are dlfrdrcut kindx ol Apoda-
larllcles from those which your rradtre like Vfl
lots of translation of HIP IIIQ i famous fur
Vlgn literary urk Ve erltkIsms small

ci n of our criticism In fact the lotvlsh reader
considers It ids particular privilege to criticise orlg-
Inii art lclex which we to crlilcle them both
rrnm the point of vliu of the xtorv Dud time uf

> w of art He hni liuhfd trained iDiiluUal-
I ulty width the average Vmeritun reader docs not
I ssess

r

Theo generally tho Journalistic methods arc quite
dlnereut from thoso ofthe others

I vaguely Indicated an uptown direction
Oh quite sold Mr Calmu smiling and then ru-

minating
¬

Where shall I begin il

The Human Element i

Well the great point of dltTeienco Is Uic human
ono said Mr Cabin We are brought Into moro
Intimate touch with people than you ate You merely
touch the facts We have to touch the facts and tho
hearts and the minds Yen got to the east-
side people feel that theyve not only a newspaper but
that the newspaper is Kin to them purl of their llves
nod of themselves In fact ho concluded more col
loqulally youve got to help your reader out

In such a manner IIs1
Mr Cahan crossed his feetfeet covered with those

elastic boots which are as a part of the-
reat east side ns the strange mystic chnrmtctcs writ-

ten upon the paper between us
Well the gallery of deserting husbands he vol

unteered You see the changed and changing condi
tlons of life here tend sometimes to lessen re f-

sponalblllly Men desert theh wives The win v
come to us with descriptions and photographs and we
publish them Thats what wo call the Gallery of
Husbands Wo get letters from nil over the country
from people who recognize the men

That fellows here at such and such un address r
i

ono will say So wo get the husbands They come i
then and state their case They usually say they cant
live with their wives That isnt necessary we say 4

but you must support them r

wives come he continued who want bus r

bands discovered There was one here yesterday-
She had a pretty little girl with her four years old
Please come back she wrote Your little Beckys

here crying for her papa She sent you these kisses
with her own hand

Time child put little crosses nt the bottom of the

t

Between Two and Four Each Day
People Here for

1

oUlco
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pages

carry

carry crlll

print
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make

sided much

moral

Then

letter Then the woman sahlIIes cravsy for that
child When he sees that Itll break his heart

Mr Cnhan rose and looked at his watch Im
afraid youre rather late said be-

lie looked out of the door Between two and four
each day lie eon tinned people collie here for ad-
vice hill Im afraid theyre all gone today

Them was one omaii there hownvor shawled
dark typical of the oust side Mr Cabin appioaeligd
her Tho woman spoke eagerly with little stiff gus
Iculntioiis Mr ell IHIII shook his vend She spoke
again gesticulated aguju Mr Cuban shook his head
once more Then he rommeiiced to bpcuk Ho spoke
for live minutes perhaps She listened at lest wilh
nut any Indication of tabling thou nuujing onorgellc
ally many times arose and went Mr Cahnn followed
her to the stain and culled ow to him She an-

swered nodding energutinilly still
That uomanw niaband said he left her two

years ago She hau noi heard front hm He took the
Sino which they had rem Ho left without woul-
Ycstirdu hi inure froiu Argent lino nylug that hu-
n ann it tnr tu matt to him He Kihl thai he loved
hir mil cmildii il ulilnuu her He didnt send nay
money hint sin wood 10 go lap situ loses him yet

told her nut to go
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Why I asked
Well ho said business isnt very good for the

stranger Su Argentina but Uiercs a largo while slave
trade down there This man may want to trntllc
In her I told her that It he loves you I said
hell be willing to conic to you Tell him youll for-
give him If he coutca here to you but lout go to
him If he Wont he doesnt love you That got her
So shes going to write as I suggested

The Family Secrets
He led tho wily bade Into Ids little olllce with tho

singledesk and the two chairs to lellove It of Its bare-
ness

¬

Another feature which would be nool to the or-

dinary
¬

American reader Is tho family discussions
which we print Those tore very popular on the east-
side A urn and li wifc quarrel for Instance The
man anLs augh e up the btore the wife wants to c-

hin It They cant agree Well well write to tho
Forward says mcullll let It judge So the mun
writes a letter telling

r

hits reasons for wanting 10 give
up the suit and lime wlff writes her reasons for wuit
lug to Keep It We iliiblNIi both lottery mud the re-

markablfi thing iibout such letters Is that there am
seldom assertions and almost Invariably arguments

1 ru j
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Wbouthu ihlny has been thoroughly ventilated wo de-

cide
¬

Iud everybody Invariably accepts tho decision
Tie Jew regards his newspaper as Englishmen some-
times

¬

regard theirs He Invests It with some of tho
qualities of a pulpit utterance

And sonic of the dramatic problems which you
are called upon to solve as editor and huinuullarJuu-
In general I asked

here was one In particular a few days ago said
he without hesitation Tho wan was Intelligent
and about fortylive Ho was poorly dressed He
came In hero to llnd out whether it was permissible
for him to marry U deaf mute

You have u wide scope for advice I suggested
The circumstances were these continued Mr

Cahan The girl was the daughter of a Hebrew
Mio had succeeded Ho was worth about GOOOO

Tho daughter being deaf null mute found It Impos-

sible to marry The hither wishing to settle her In

life offered 10000 with her ns a dowry Metro was
the problem of tho mums who came to me-

iinu a failure In life he said T tried peddling
and fiTlpd 1 tried keeping a little store and failed

as talesman and failed I am very moor I

mainly f5 a week There Is nothing before mo

low here Is this 10000 offered If I will only marry

t Jr

J
Ibis girl T feel tint I ought to take It hut I hare a
doubt In me so I came to you

Well we told him that he ought not to tako IL
You would not love her wo salt It would bo

wrong
Ho looked out of the window which you see and

pointed to the thousands women sitting theio III

tile park opposite-
Do you mean to say that all those women mairicd

for lore Jso they married for homes They wade
marriages of convenience and yet they arc good wlnoC-
The rich do it every day I would jc a good hnt
nmd1 promise you IJIIILonce I murrlcd her H
riot u marrlngy jtistlllod by other thing than love V

man is lonely say Ills mi lure Is becoming warped by
solitude Is he not jiiHliilcd In marrying for nlIda
tlon Whether you Mpcilc by mouth or fingers It Is
the same Intelligent is what cou need

It would he selling yourself I insisted You are
mm Tying leer for her 10000 You mire selling yourelf
us much as the woman In the street Failure or no
allure a mUll should not sell himself for money

Yell ho went away and said that be wouldnt do
It said Mr Cuban An argument like that inlsht
seem Ineffective If used with the ordinary man but
the Jew of the cast side has a very deep feeling of u-
sponslbillty to his Inmost ideals

The Book of Life
Mr Calian paused and excused himself for a nm-

mcnt while he wont to another silent shawled llgure
which waited patiently on a chair at the end of the
large room where men wrote at desks Ho spoke wlrh
tier for five minutes and returned-

But our most striking feature he remarked In con-
tinuation

¬

If you like to call It that Is The Look of
Life It Is node of letters from the people which tell
their problems speak their tragedies We print llnec
columns of these n day We give the people advice If
they want It It has perhaps been due as much to
this as anything that wo have grown so We get tidily
of these letters n day and select about three fioni
them

plow did you induce them to understand nImut
you wanted at ilrst

Well It was dltllcull he answered I addrosMi
a letter to the people In time tirst place I said You
have life Give It to us There me great tm igedit s-

and comedies of life In your tenement houses If I

could tear the roofs from them 1 could see lure
tragedies and comedies but I cant You must help
me to know

Well at flivt timer couldnt understand They sent
in long totter with Hioe artillcial climaxes fur
which the magazines have such tender rcinird exag-
gornted emotions with no simplicity no truth So I

tried again I wrote a letter myself It was an mll-

icinl egg in lie editorial hencoop to Induce the run
kind Then tile stream commenced to pour inlot
lets throbbing with pain weighted with the primi
burdens of men raid women problems of living hu-

jiiinity written in teatS
Mr Caliau turned to a tile Hero It K you set

Ho Indicated the page which to me was an uninteUl-
glbllity Here Is one he said formulating HIP
skeleton of It slowly

He loves a girl He N a cripple tie is con elon >

of his deformity and is ashamed to speak to her Tlu
other understand and laugh at him so I limit lie is
ashamed to show himself In he stieor He hides
himself In his room lie says that lie does not Kmn
what to do Flo asks us

Mr Cubans moving linger passed alone
Llerc Is n boarder who lived In a family and qui

rolled with the women That was a year ago lie
left and started u rumor that she was unfaithful to
tier husband Now hls conscience bothers him Ilt
is sorry I Irate myself he says M want III Its
publish this womans name and print that I call IIP
self a liar Qhls woman was a rood womar I w is
only angry and I lied

In fuel continued Mr Cahau It is remark
what a part conscience ploys here Theio was a cur
the other day from a man who bought sumo fiiKi
Jewelry for a dollar or so and sold It to a woman f i

llfty You knowl Cahan pantomimed he nni
who comes up In the stm cut with the furtive air and UK

piece of Jewelry concealed beneath his Coal Well ti
man writ away nnd prospered Now lies woith q
000 and Ills conscience bothers him lie wants to llnl
the woman so that he can give hack lhcr 0 He r
that If she will name somme little Incident coimtMi
with the sole he will send It back He fools had

Mr Cuban consulted the lllea again
Hiiros a woman who bud her watch stolen le

went on She knows the man who stole It lie Is hr
lend She likes and respects him He Is a good nrin

anti not u thief sho niito lie was only lomptrd
for he Is very very poor Sloe wants him to know that
this bs huts she feels She wants lice water baek but
she docs not want to hurt his feelings She Knows In
tins pawned it Let him oiilj leave time ticket In SHIIC
place hi which I cum get II she says and It will be
all right Then let him come to me just as ho always
did Lot him nut be ashamed I will not lemlnd him
of Itnot lu a look or n word It will be lust asif 1 did
not know lust lot him heave the tickctat the place

Ho turned over the tiles Horn Is another one In
said This Js from a woman She tail her husband
Tired happily up to u year ago Then ho began to con-
ceive a suspicion that she was saving money secretly
lie would search In her stockings Ho is always on
the huut for niouoy in unlikely places places In which
he thinks she might have hidden it She cannot con-

vince him that she is not saving airy it is a source of
misery to both of them

Ho turned over pages pajtox each a chapter in his
Book of Life Here is a girl In love with n in in
twenty years her senior Thoy wore friends III mime

old country They worked together Her love Is

based upon affection and citecin but she doubts her
heart Her head tells her that there is too great a
disparity In ages Yet she Is lonely ami sure of his
affection He is so good to helSO tender What
shall she do

Here Is n muu who had to fly front Germany He
Is successful here Yet the yearning Is strong In him
to scut tho places that he know when he was young
He knows that ho will bo arrested and Imprisoned If
he goes yet he seems unable to stop himself lie
asks ns to help him

And so Mr Cahan continued Time dramas of limo

lives of the poor came with the prodigality of a ma-

gician wIth a magic link Thcro were far more than I

could use So I told hlmLhls aura who had called
thon forth thanked him und went And miss 1 stood
at tic load of the slaps 1 stepped aside forthree
shawled women
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